
                           
 

 
 

Join us Tuesday, September 2nd at 6:00pm 
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center 

 
 
 

With the continued daily rain and high heat between, you really need to pay close 

attention to the needs of your hibiscus.  Two hibiscus sitting next to each other can 

have totally different needs depending on the pot, the soil content, and the variety 

among other factors.  We learn that hibiscus varieties vary in their needs.  While some 

need to be coddled, others seem to thrive with minimal care.  Watch your plants and 

make adjustments as necessary.  When you keep ‘em happy, you keep ‘em blooming!  Have 

questions?….don’t hesitate to ask.  The perfect opportunity for this is at our monthly 

meetings as we always have a time for general discussion.  See you Tuesday night! Ann 
 

 
 

 

 

Thanks to Buddy and Kathleen Short for once again 
opening their home and gardens for our New 
Member Barbecue.  It was a great time spent with 
good friends and good eats with each attendee 
receiving a Cajun Hibiscus to add to their collection.  
See a variety of photos under “For your viewing 
pleasure…” at the end of the newsletter. 

 

 
Welcome to more New Members! 

Connie Chauvin 
Charlotte Lege’ 

Johanna Senette 
Kim Thomas 

 

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter 

American Hibiscus Society 

www. 



Upcoming Events 
 

MBAC Chapter Meeting – September 2nd 

Houmas House Grafting Party – October 5th 
MBAC Chapter Meeting – October 7th 

MBAC Chapter Meeting – November 4th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Bloom Photo Contest 
 

At the July meeting we added two more winning 

photos to our 2015 Calendar, Cajun Paprika 

submitted by Mike & Donetta Lewis and Kendall’s 

Watercolors submitted by Todd & Janelle Alvis.   

You only have 2 more chances to enter photos 

for the year as we will be finishing up the 

selections at the October meeting to allow us 

time to compile the calendars and have them 

ready for distribution in November.  Don’t miss 

your chance!  Join in the fun by bringing your 

4x6 bloom photos to the meeting. Each member 

can enter two photos.  It does not have to be a 

recent photo, but strive to enter photos where 

bloom colors and form are true to the bloom 

standard.  Keep in mind that the entire photo is 

being judged, so try to enter photos where the 

background enhances the bloom.  Reminder! 

Winning photos should be emailed to Ann 

(ann@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as possible 

after the meeting. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Houmas House Grafting Party 
 

The grafting party hosted by the New Orleans Chapter has been scheduled for Sunday, October 5th.  
There is no official arrival time, but the grounds are lovely and most people arrive around 
11:00 am.  We are scheduled to eat in the restaurant (where it’s cool) between 11:30 and 12:00 
and we begin grafting immediately after the meal. So plan your arrival time accordingly. 
Should you wish to skip the lunch and simply join us for the grafting party, that would be fine 
as well. The choice is yours. We will be served as a group, but everyone will order and pay for 
their own meal. Even so, we have been asked to give the restaurant staff a number so that they 
can prepare for us adequately. Please let Ann know if you plan to attend so we can 
provide a headcount to the New Orleans Chapter.  Following the meal, around 1pm, we will 
start grafting. Members are invited to bring scion wood to share. But I would suggest that 

Happy Birthday!! 
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hard to find cultivars or rare plants be given a priority. If a cultivar is widely available and 
grows well on its own roots, it makes little sense to graft it.  The New Orleans chapter will 
have rootstock available at $2.00 a plant.  However, if you have your own rootstock bring it 
and save the cost of having to buy new rootstock. Normally we finish grafting around 4, 
having run out of rootstock, energy or both.  There is no charge for club members to tour the 
grounds, but there is a charge for a tour of the house. 
 

 
 

Buddy’s Blooms and Things 
 

I found this following article on the functions of a plants root system to be very enlightening and well 

worth the read. It was written by Charles and Cindy Black from Hidden Valley Hibiscus. I think after 

reading it you will have a much better understanding of why your plants react the way they 

do……..good blooming everyone………Buddy 

All of us spend a lot of time looking at our hibiscus flowers, and many of us are careful about 
inspecting the leaves and branches. But how many of us pay much attention to the roots? The 
sad fact is, when a hibiscus plant dies, most of the time it is because of root problems, and most 
root problems are either indirectly or directly caused by improper watering. So if we want to 
keep our hibiscus healthy and blooming, it is very important to have at least some knowledge of 
how roots work.  

It helps to think of a plant as a giant soda straw. The sun effectively sucks on the straw by 
evaporating water out of the leaves - what we call transpiration. On a cold or cloudy day, the 
sun draws less water out of the leaves, so less water is sucked up through the straw.  

The part of roots that we are most familiar with are the big, crisp, tough branch-like roots. These 
are filled with a spongy center of dead cells, called the xylem that functions like the hole in a 
straw, where water moves up through the plant as the sun sucks it out the leaves. The xylem is 
tough and turns woody to help support the plant and to provide a rigid straw that does not 
collapse with strong sucking action. Because the xylem is made of dead cells, it does not use up 
any of the water and nutrition that passes through it. It very efficiently functions as a non-living 
tube that transports all its goodies up to the above-ground parts of the plant. It is a one-way 
tube, that moves water only upward, and it only works when the suction of the sun is pulling the 
water up. The xylem has no way to push water up or to help in the transport process. It is just a 
straw, non-living, non-active.  

     

 
For your viewing pleasure, BBQ pics…. 

 

   



 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   



 

   
 

     
 

   
 
 
 MBAC Officers 
 

President ~ Ann Peltier ~ 337-781-4992 ~ ann@acadianahibiscus.com 

Vice President ~ Jennie Marcantel ~ 337-824-5602 ~ bluesbabyj@hotmail.com 

Secretary ~ Jay Ruffin ~ 337-258-8719 ~ jbruffin@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com 
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